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Sixty per cent of the world’s population 
will live in cities by 2030. Despite major 
advances in information technology, 
accurate data on these fast-growing 
cities is scarce. This is especially true for 
low income areas, where the shortage of 
useful information often reflects and 
reinforces the social and economic 
marginalisation of the poor. Without the 
relevant information, it is very difficult 
for a city to make informed policy choices 
for the whole city, and all citizens. This 
session will explore innovative ways of 
collecting and using data for city 
transformation – providing opportunities 
to improve local governance and the way 
in which national development can be 
monitored and reviewed. 
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