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Joint Work Programmes:
CDS Sub-Group 

Cities and Climate Change 



From the MTS Update:
- “It is proposed to focus future knowledge activities around two 
main axes: advancing collective know-how among Cities 
Alliance members and partners around areas of interest of the 
Cities Alliance, mainly CDS and SU and (b) documenting, 
learning and supporting national programmes.”

Two examples:
• Cities and Climate Change Joint Work Programme

• CDS Sub-Group

New Approach to Knowledge



Supporting Cities in addressing Climate Change 
challenges: enhancing joint work among 

Cities Alliance members

Joint Work Programme

between 

World Bank, UN-HABITAT and UNEP



Key Outputs

• Joint position paper
• Clearinghouse on cities and 

climate change
• Handbook for mayors
• Mainstreaming CC in CDS
• Two indexes:

– Greenhouse Gas Index
– Vulnerability Assessment

• Coordination among CA 
members



Important Tools for Cities

Greenhouse 
Gas Index Baseline data Priorities for 

mitigation

Access to 
carbon 
finance

Vulnerability 
Assessment Baseline data Priorities for 

adaptation

Access to 
adaptation 

funds



Stakeholder Consultations - GHGI

UNEP World Bank UN-HABITAT
- UK Green Building Council
- US Green Building Council
- Australian Green Building 
Council
- iiSBE
- Australian Commonwealth 
Scientific and Research 
Organisation
-Building Research 
Establishment
- SB Alliance
-ICLEI
- UNEP Division Directors and 
Branch Heads, DTIE 
colleagues and Regional 
Offices

- Clinton Climate Initiative
- C40 
- US State Dept
- US Dept of Housing and 
Urban Development
- Gov’t of France
- Metropolis 
- UCLG
- OECD
- World Resources Institute
- World Economic Forum
-Cities of Amman, Toronto, 
Bangkok
- World Bank-wide

- Urban Environmental 
Planning Branch
- Shelter Branch
- Energy and Transport 
Section
- Water and Sanitation Branch
- Global Urban Observatory
- Private Sector Coordination 
Unit
- Cities and Climate Change 
Technical Support Team
- Regional and Technical 
Cooperation Division
- Local Government 
Coordination Unit
- Relevant Liaison Offices



On-going Work of Partners
UN-HABITAT
World Bank
UNEP



Advantages of Joint Products

• More credibility

• Combines normative 
mandates of UN with WB 
role in policy advice, 
informs lending operations

• Wide reach among diverse 
constituencies of 3 
agencies



CDS Sub-Group

Objective: a platform for CA members to enhance 
collective know-how on CDS

Scope of work:
– Develop a CDS 

Conceptual Framework

– Taxonomy of CDS support 
from CA members



Active members of CDS Sub-Group

• Brazil

• DFID

• France (ISTED)

• GTZ

• Metropolis

• SDI

• SIDA

• South Africa

• UCLG

• UNEP

• UN-HABITAT

• World Bank



CDS Sub-Group – Process to date

• January 2009: CG Meeting, Barcelona
– > Introduced and endorsed by CG

• March 2009: 1st Meeting, Nairobi
– > Developed first draft of CDS Conceptual 

Framework

• June 2009: 2nd Meeting, Marseilles
– > Further developed draft CDS Framework

• December 2009: 3rd Meeting, Paris
– > Agreed on main content on CDS Framework



Draft Conceptual Framework

Participation
And

Institutionalisation

Assessing
City Development

Capacities

Strategy
Planning

Strategy
Implementation

Draft CDS Conceptual Framework



CDS Sub-Group – Next Steps

• WUF, Rio, March 2010 
– > further refine Framework, outline Taxonomy

Two opportunities:

• CDS Medcities Conference, Barcelona, October 
2010

• Philippines CDS Learning Week, tentatively Sept 
2010
– > Launch the Conceptual Framework and Taxonomy 

(“One-Stop-Shop”), begin to identify tools and case 
studies to populate the Framework, refine Taxonomy



CDS Sub-Group Workspace

http://www3.citiesalliance.org/cds/

http://www3.citiesalliance.org/cds/�
http://www3.citiesalliance.org/cds/�
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